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Governing council report
The BPIHS Governing Council consisted of elected parents, council representatives, student and staff representatives. 
The governing council provided an ongoing commitment, collaborative support and strategic guidance with all school 
matters to ensure positive student learning outcomes.

The governing council worked across various committees, discussed finances, ratified policies, supported a continuation 
of school branding, provided input to decisions, attended events where 2 of 6 were possible during the pandemic and 
consulted with plans for the transitioning of year 7s into high school in 2022.

The building works continued throughout the year. It was great to see the new performing arts building start opening to 
some music classes in semester 2, with yet to have the theatre fully operational. The Aboriginal naming of the building 
was finalised as Kumungka after consultation with various groups. The previous drama and music spaces were 
extensively refurbished into great new learning spaces, some with office space and another with a kitchenette. These 
started to be used towards the end of the year. The outdoor play spaces unfortunately have taken a lot longer to 
complete but should be done early in 2022. It was great that a new air-conditioning system was installed throughout the 
upper and lower areas of the middle school building.

Some wonderful celebrations occurred throughout the year to recognise the achievements of our students and school 
including assemblies, music nights, open night and valedictory.

We thank the staff of BPIHS for readily adapting to the many changes that occurred across the school year due to 
building projects, which meant moving  offices and classrooms on a few occasions. Although difficult at the time, the 
wonderful new learning spaces our students now have for their learning was worth the wait.

I would like to thank the BPIHS Governing Council and committees for all of their work throughout 2021 and the school 
community in working through what has been another year at times of uncertainty and continuing to put the needs of 
students at the forefront.

Context and highlights
Banksia Park International High School is a contemporary, coeducational secondary school with a student population of 
842 (51 FLO/21 Int = 914) students in 2021. The school population includes 2% Aboriginal students, 11% with 
disabilities, 1% funded EALD students, 3% full fee paying international students, and 24% with school card.

The school provides a world class education with academic standards of excellence and positive learning experiences 
within a challenging and supportive environment. As an international school, we commit to our vision of educating for 
global futures.

In 2021 the school moved from sub schools to specific learning area locations. Teachers used a variety of pedagogy to 
successfully deliver their curriculum and improve student engagement and learning.  Throughout the year learning areas 
enhanced opportunities with activities and excursions including Science Week, Arts Week, Festival of the Pen, maths 
and science competitions, middle and senior school music nights. Kaurna language workshops, outdoor education 
camps, an entrepreneurial showcase and a market day was held. The second year of the entrepreneurial specialist 
program was successful with year 8s and 9s showing entrepreneurial capabilities.

In 2021 we used feedback from our Council of International Schools team evaluation and accreditation process, along 
with our feedback from our Department for Education External School Review as drivers to lead professional 
development across the school on our journey of continuous school improvement. Use of Microsoft Teams continued to 
be explored as a tool for online learning and meetings through COVID-19 closures and distancing regulations.

Through the COVID pandemic and closure of international borders, we were innovative in ensuring our students still had 
valuable intercultural experiences. We hosted 2 online study tours from Japan and introduced a Pre SACE Connect class 
which was conducted online with students from Korea, Thailand, Hong Kong and Vietnam. Virtual international 
connections were made with year 8 classes, student groups and at a whole school assembly. An international 
ambassadors group was introduced who led intercultural events.

Our blue Milne team won the 2021 Sports Day and students from this were selected to represent the school at the North 
Eastern Interschool Athletics Carnival, where we won the year 10 boys shield and came second overall. BPIHS students 
were also actively involved across a range of extra curricular sports throughout the year, with our year 8 5A-side soccer 
team becoming State champions.

Transition visits and processes for our year 7s in 2022 ran smoothly throughout the year.
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BPIHS supports students to achieve excellence through a culture of learning.  Quality teaching is a priority to provide 
students with learning opportunities which are challenging, promote innovation and problem solving, and enable 
students to think critically and creatively. 

Our 3 improvement goals for 2021 were:
1. Increase student achievement in reading and writing.
2. Increase student achievement in numeracy.
3. Increase the percentage of students achieving A and B grades.

Quality teaching was supported and resourced with on-going professional development and shared practices with a 
particular focus on reading, writing and numeracy. 

In 2021 all professional learning communities used Dylan Wiliam’s PLC model to collaborate and share pedagogies for 
formative teaching whilst continuing to transform and produce high quality summative tasks. 

English teachers continued to implement and use specific reading strategies introduced by Dr Rosie Kerin. Learnings by 
staff through their course involvement with the Tactical Teaching of Reading course were shared at their PLCs and 
teachers incorporated these ideas into their planning. They explored how to support students in making sense of what 
they read in their learning areas including before, during and after reading activities and processes to help students 
activate background knowledge, clarify vocabulary, monitor understanding, and process what they have read. This 
helped to build students' ability to pinpoint the purpose, organisation, language features and text structure of learning 
area texts.

Middle school mathematics teachers implemented multiplicative thinking through their units of work. They looked at the 
concepts, strategies and representations of multiplication (and division) as they occur in a wide range of contexts and 
how to communicate this effectively in a variety of ways. They used the new mathematics kits with their classes. Maths 
teachers introduced post test reflections which enabled students to reflect on their work and have opportunities to 
address gaps in their learning.

Members of both the English and Mathematics learning areas were involved in precise target meetings. Staff were 
allocated time to look at specific groups of higher bands students, develop strategies for staff and students to pursue 
ongoing high standards, and analyse and monitor ongoing performance.

Our collaborative work across the north east secondary schools continued with learning areas sharing tasks to review 
how they personalised the learning for students and looked at the formative strategies used along with summative tasks 
through the use of a sharing protocol.

We continued to look at entrepreneurial learning and an entrepreneurial mindset through mapping activities. Some staff 
utilised the entrepreneurial capability wheel as a tool for developing innovative curriculum and classroom practices.

Planning for the introduction of years 7s in 2022 led to time being allocated for the review of current curriculum and the 
planning and development of new curriculum. Teachers worked with best-practice scope and sequence models and 
units of work to assist and support them to develop learning programs to deliver the Australian Curriculum in their 
classrooms.

Orbis designs and delivers exemplary learning to South Australian leaders and teachers with professional learning based 
on the experiences of the world’s best education systems. They engage leaders and teachers in learning that is 
purposeful, collaborative, and empowering. Some staff completed the Understanding Adolescent Learners course 
through Orbis, whilst another completed the HASS 7-9 course, covering key concepts underpinning the HASS curriculum 
and the pedagogical content knowledge to support high quality learning.  Staff shared their learning experiences and 
new knowledge with their PLCs.  

Quality improvement planning
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA 
for reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six 
across all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 7-9 State (average)
Upper progress group 36% 35%

Middle progress group 42% 48%

Lower progress group 22% 17%

NAPLAN progression Year 7-9 State (average)
Upper progress group 24% 34%

Middle progress group 60% 48%

Lower progress group 16% 18%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 7 2021 * * * * * *

Year 7 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 9 2021 164 164 25 23 15% 14%

Year 9 2019-2021 Average 166.5 166.5 23.0 21.5 14% 13%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have 
demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement

NAPLAN proficiency - Aboriginal learners
Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.
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Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.

NAPLAN progress - Aboriginal learners
The data below represents the growth of Aboriginal students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to 
students with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 7-9 State (average)
Upper progress group * 29%

Middle progress group * 48%

Lower progress group * 23%

NAPLAN progression Year 7-9 State (average)
Upper progress group * 30%

Middle progress group * 46%

Lower progress group * 23%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 7 2021 * * * * * *

Year 7 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 9 2021 * * * * * *

Year 9 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

This measure shows the number of non-exempt Aboriginal students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing 
who have demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

NAPLAN upper bands achievement - Aboriginal learners

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

With the introduction of the new Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders Resources (ALALR), the school looked at the 
6 key elements and identified key element 1 – data informed planning, and key element 2 – tracking and monitoring 
growth and achievement, as the areas for focus for 2021.A spreadsheet to record and track the ongoing school 
achievement, using school grades for each term, was set up for English and Mathematics, as a way of checking students’ 
literacy and numeracy progress. This spreadsheet also displays the year by year progress of students. In addition, a 
spreadsheet with each student’s grade point average (GPA) was tabulated for summarising student’s progress across all 
of their subjects. This is updated term by term and can be compared from year to year. Student attendance by days 
absent has been recorded in a similar format. At BPIHS we have precise target groups in the middle years to track 
higher bands NAPLAN students.  The Aboriginal students have been added to this precise group for further regular 
monitoring and for teachers to look at differentiation required in their classes to accommodate the needs of Aboriginal 
learners in their class.

New improvement actions implemented via the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders’ Resource to raise the 
literacy and numeracy achievement Aboriginal learners:

Key element focused on for school improvement in  2021: Data Informed Planning

Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource 
(ALALR)

Improvements achieved in literacy and numeracy outcomes for Aboriginal learners (Including individual student 
successes):

In 2021 we had 15 Aboriginal students (4 students in year 8, 4 in year 9, 3 in year 10, 1 at year 11, and 2 in year 12). The 
use of comprehensive and documented data on all ATSI students helps to establish goals with students.  Our Aboriginal 
team works collaboratively and meets regularly to monitor progress, analyse outcomes and determine strategies 
responsive to the needs of individual Aboriginal learners. This can be used to compare with whole school data.

In English/literacy the year 8s all achieved grades of C or above.  They maintained their grade band from semester 1 to 
semester 2, with 1 student who increased a grade band. The same occurred in mathematics/numeracy. The grade point 
average of all students increased from semester 1 to 2.

At year 9, results increased within the same grade band from semester 1 to 2, yet grades for 2 students had decreased a 
band when comparing 2020 to 2021 results. This was also indicated by a slight decrease in students GPA, apart from 1 
student who increased.

Year 10 and 11 results were in the lower bands and did not alter through the year, yet the grade point average of the 
year 11 student almost doubled from semester 1 to 2.
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South Australian Certificate of Education - SACE
SACE Stage 2 Grades – Percentage of grades that are C- or above 
for attempted SACE subjects (SEA)

2018 2019 2020 2021
98% 99% 99% 99%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2021
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort Data excludes non-A to E and 
Withdrawn Not Graded subject results.

SACE Stage 2 grade distribution
Grade 2018 2019 2020 2021

A+ 2% 2% 3% 3%
A 6% 9% 7% 9%
A- 12% 15% 13% 17%
B+ 15% 15% 15% 0%
B 16% 17% 18% 13%
B- 16% 15% 17% 13%
C+ 14% 13% 12% 0%
C 11% 9% 9% 14%
C- 5% 5% 3% 3%
D+ 1% 0% 0% 0%
D 1% 0% 0% 1%
D- 0% 0% 0% 0%
E+ 0% 0% 0% 0%
E 0% 0% 0% 0%
E- 0% 0% 0% 0%
N 0% 0% 0% 0%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2021
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data 
may not add up to 100%.

SACE Completion - Percentage of completers out of those 
students who had the potential to complete their SACE in 
October that year

2018 2019 2020 2021
97% 100% 98%  100%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2021
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.

2017 2018 2019 2020
Percentage of year 12 students attaining a year 12 
certificate or equivalent VET qualification

 98%  97%  100%  98%

Percentage of year 12 students undertaking 
vocational training or trade training

 12%  29%  39%  42%
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2021
 100%

 48%
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In 2021, 100% of students successfully achieved their SACE from the percentage of potential completers.  The Dux of 
the school achieved an ATAR of 98.4, and the runner up Dux received a score of 97.85.

Five students were the recipients of 6 merit awards for gaining an A  grade overall in a Stage 2 accredited subject and 
demonstrating exceptional achievement in the subject. These merits were awarded in Information Processing and 
Publishing, Business Innovation, Workplace Practices, essential Mathematics and Food & Hospitality.

The number of students achieving in the higher ATAR bands increased, with 47% of students who received an ATAR 
achieving a score above 70, an increase of 11% from the previous year.

The percentage of Stage 2 students achieving A grades increased by 5.4%, although the overall A/B grades decreased 
by 2.8%.

At Stage 1 our goal of increasing A/B grades was achieved, with 20.63% of grades resulting in an A and 39.15% of final 
results were a B level. This overall 59.78% of A/B grades is 3.92% increase on the previous year.

For the compulsory SACE requirements, 100% of students achieved their Personal learning Plan, 92.1% completed the 
literacy component of their SACE, 86% completed the numeracy component, and 100% completed their Research 
Project.

Some students undertook VET as part of their SACE.  Courses varied from Certificate 2 in construction, 
electrotechnology, salon assistant, food processing, engineering, automotive to Certificate 3 in education and care, 
screen media and fitness.

In 2021, year 10 school grade data indicates that both A and B grade bands increased, with an overall 3.4% increase in 
A/B grades from 2020.

At year 9 A grades increased by 4.17%, yet the B grades decreased, thereby a 1.8% decrease overall of A/B grades.

In year 8 the A grades increased by 4% and the B grades raised by 3%, so an overall 7% increase of A/B grades.

The 2021 NAPLAN results declined when compared to the previous set of results in 2019 (NAPLAN did not occur in 2020
 due to the COVID-19 pandemic). In reading, students achieving the SEA standard decreased from 77% to 61%, yet the 
number of students who remained in the higher bands increased by 3%.  In numeracy there was a 1% decrease in 
students who achieved at or above the SEA, and a 5% decrease in writing achieving the SEA, yet there was a 3% 
increase for students remaining in the higher bands.

School performance comment

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community10 |  Banksia Park International HS



Our school values underly all that we do at Banksia Park International High School.  We reinforce positive behaviours 
through our values and Stephen Covey's habits of highly effective people.  Our Extended Care Group program 
includes the promotion of relevant, age-appropriate activities that deal with student well-being and behaviours. In 2021 
the number of behaviour incidents and exclusions did increase, giving evidence to revisit our programs in this area 

Behaviour support comment

Parent opinion survey summary
The Department for Education sent out individual family links for the completion of a parent engagement survey. A 
series of statements were categorised under the headings of; school climate, communication channels, learning at 
school, learning at home and future plans & pathways.
Parents could respond from strongly disagree through to strongly agree. We had a 36% response rate to the survey

Areas with a high percentage indicate that parents receive enough communication from the school and the school 
communicates effectively, they know the standard of work and they understand the importance of education for their 
child’s future.  The percentages were lower under the category of home learning environment. This is an area we can 
address at school where the parents feel the school encourages them to help students learn, they can have more input 
about their child’s learning, and they receive useful tips on how to help students learn at home.

Year level 2018 2019 2020 2021

Year 8 92.8% 89.6% 84.9% 87.4%

Year 9 89.1% 89.3% 85.9% 84.0%

Year 10 91.9% 87.5% 86.4% 88.9%

Year 11 93.7% 90.9% 88.4% 90.2%

Year 12 92.2% 91.1% 90.7% 90.1%

Total 91.9% 89.6% 87.1% 88.0%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
School processes for monitoring attendance include daily checks by care group teachers and throughout the day with 
subject teachers. Parent contact is made by SMS each morning for any unexplained student absence.  Our student 
services team oversee attendance with each year level manager taking on this responsibility. Parents can monitor 
attendance through our portal. In 2021 our overall school attendance was 88%, a small increase from the previous 
year.  The pandemic has accounted for lower rates over the last 2 years.
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Relevant history screening
All teachers are screened through the Teachers Registration Board which includes a new Working with Children 
Check.  BPIHS maintains history screenings as per Department for Education requirements. Volunteers have the 
relevant history screening forms completed and cleared prior to any volunteering on site. The school keeps a database 
to record all information and ensures that regular checks for updating records are carried out before placements are 
made. 

Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2021. Data shows 
recorded destinations for students that left the school in the previous year.

Leave Reason Number %
AT - ATTENDING UNIVERSITY IN SA 67 33.0%
NG - ATTENDING NON-GOV SCHOOL IN SA 14 6.9%
OV - LEFT SA FOR OVERSEAS 9 4.4%
PE - PAID EMPLOYMENT IN SA 26 12.8%
PT - ATTENDING PRIVATE TRAINING INSTITUTE IN 
SA

7 3.4%

QL - LEFT SA FOR QLD 1 0.5%
SM - SEEKING EMPLOYMENT IN SA 41 20.2%
TG - TRANSFERRED TO SA GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOL

21 10.3%

U - UNKNOWN 9 4.4%
VE - ATTENDING VOCATIONAL EDUCATION in SA 
e.g (TAFE)

7 3.4%

WA - LEFT SA FOR WA 1 0.5%
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All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 102
Post Graduate Qualifications 53

Please note: Qualification data is indicative only and reflects what has been recorded in the Department's HR 
system. Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification 
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching 
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 60.3 0.9 18.9
Persons 0 66 1 26

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $10,802,751
Grants: Commonwealth $1,000
Parent Contributions $927,839
Fund Raising $0
Other $177,346

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2021 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement The school allocates support for students with additional needs across the various 
curiculum areas. A strong support team 
 work collaboratively to ensure that all students are able to access the curriculum.

Increase in school outcomes within 
classes and achieving success.

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

In-class support and/or study line support for identified students. Monitoring, tracking 
and levelling to identify student progress.

Student improving school grades and 
literacy levels.

Inclusive Education Support Program Provision of Integrated learning classes and Literacy/numeracy classes for identified 
students. provision of in-class support. 0.6 special needs teacher for a category 9 student. 

Working towards all students achieving 
SEA or above and improving school 
grades.

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early 
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

Aboriginal students: mentoring and tutoring, ACEO support, curriculum modification as 
necessary.
Numeracy/literacy-precise target groups to identify, support and track higher bands 
students.
Student with additional needs were supported through in class support, integrated 
learning class, FLO programs and provision of Community Learning Centre at the TTG 
Tafe.

Improved engagement, SACE 
achievement

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum N/A N/A

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

N/A N/A

Better schools funding Release of Maths and English staff to identify, support, monitor the literacy and numeracy 
of higher bands students in the middle school. Share resources and ideas with PLCs.

NAPLAN, PAT, school data used to track 
progress.  Task design.

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

Entrepreneurial specialist program - staffing and professional learning funds. The second year of the program was 
successfully implemented.

Improved outcomes for gifted students N/A N/A

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.




